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President’s  message 


I  am  sorry  to  report  that  Ed  Schuman 
has  passed  away.  Ed  Schuman  was  Vice 
President  of  AINA  when  it  was  organized 
in  1968,  through  the  Spring  of  1975.  That 
Summer,  Ed  was  made  Executive  Vice- 
President,  remaining  as  such  until  he  was 
elevated  to  President  in  the  Summer  of 
1979,  serving  through  the  following  Spring. 
Meanwhile  Ed  also  served  as  Editor  of 
The  Shekel  from  the  Fall  of  1977  through 
the  Summer  of  1 980,  and  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1 988  through  early  2010  -  when 
he  reluctantly  stepped  down  due  to  poor 
health  -  keeping  the  title  of  Editor  Emeritus. 
Condolences  can  be  sent  to  AIN  A  and  we 
will  forward  to  Florence. 

Board  member  Roger  Merritt  recalls 
how  he  often  saw  Ed  and  Florence  at  the 
INS  of  Miami  monthly  meetings:  “Ed 
always  enlivened  those  meetings  with  his 
wonderful  sense  of  humor.  For  example, 
the  club  always  had  a  coin  auction  in  June, 
with  the  proceeds  going  to  Israel.  At  one 
auction,  several  decades  ago,  I  donated  one 
of  my  privately  made  tokens,  with  which 
everyone  in  the  club  was  familiar  (since 
over  time  I  gave  a  token  to  each  member). 
Ed,  and  some  other  members,  bid  the  price 
up  to  a  whopping  25  dollars!  When  the 
bidding  concluded,  Ed  humorously  said, 
‘Now  we’ve  established  a  market  price  for 
Roger’s  token!’  Ed  will  be  missed.” 

Our  annual  gathering  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association’s  World’s 
Fair  of  Money®  was  very  success¬ 
ful,  with  over  two  dozen  members 
and  guests  attending  to  hear  dynamic  talks 
given  by  two  of  America’s  leading  medal¬ 
ists  and  coin  designers  -  Joel  Iskowitz  and 
Jamie  Franki.  In  addition,  the  new  CEO  of 
the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corporation, 
Aviv  Katz,  revealed  upcoming  new  issues, 
including  the  Shrine  of  the  Book  design  for 
the  gold  bullion  coin,  Yad  Vashem  featured 


on  the  Independence  Day  coins,  David  and 
Goliath  in  the  Bible  series,  and  coins  featur¬ 
ing  Eilat’s  Coral  Reef.  Katz  also  indicated 
that  this  last  year  has  been  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  best,  with  sales  expanding  in  the  Far 
East  and  Europe.  Also  attending  was  Steve 
Kaplan,  who  was  presented  with  the  Ben 
Odesser  Award  for  the  best  article  published 
in  The  Shekel ,  sponsored  by  the  Tokens  and 
Medals  Society  and  AINA. 

We  had  a  very  amiable  board  meet¬ 
ing,  and  voted  unanimously  to  welcome  a 
new  board  member,  Walter  Ostromecki  Jr. 
Walter  is  a  longtime  AINA  member  who 
was  active  in  the  Israel  Coin  Club  of  Los 
Angeles.  He  is  an  educator  and  one  of  the 
driving  forces  promoting  Young  Numis¬ 
matist  activities  in  the  ANA,  where  he  is 
currently  serving  as  Vice  President. 

As  always,  AINA  had  a  bourse  table 
in  the  club  area  which  was  ably  staffed  by 
our  Treasurer  Donna  Sims  and  member 
Brian  Hersh,  and  sometimes  by  myself. 

It  was  nice  speaking  to  AINA  members 
and  prospective  members.  Philadelphia 
area  member  Heniy  Frank  surprised  us  by 
bringing  three  large  boxes  filled  with  Israel 
coins  and  medals  -  and  contributing  them  to 
AINA.  We  greatly  appreciate  Heniy ’s  very 
generous  contribution,  and  suggest  if  any 
other  members  are  thinking  of  doing  the 
same  they  can  receive  generous  tax  deduc¬ 
tions. 


Several  people  have  indicated  that  they 
would  like  to  join  an  AINA  trip  to  Israel 
next  year.  If  you,  your  family  and/or  friends 
might  be  interested  please  call  me  at  8 1 8- 
225- 1 348.  Happy  collecting, 

Hi 
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LETTERS 

Missing  Passages 

Author  Peter  Horvitz  has  asked  the 
Editor  of  The  Shekel  to  re-insert  text 
deleted  from  his  article  “ Seal  of  a 
King  Reconstructed  ”  in  the  May- June 
2012  issue.  Changes  were  made  at  the 
last  minute  prior  to  publication;  such 
changes  are  the  prerogative  of  the  Editor 
when  deadline  looms  and  the  magazine 
needs  to  re-structure  a  story  from 
four  to  three  pages,  as  was  done  with 
Horvitz  s  article.  In  the  interest  of  amity, 
the  following  additional  text  blocks  are 
suggested  to  make  the  story  complete, 
according  to  the  wishes  of  the  author.  - 
Ed. 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  not  sure  why  the  two  parallels  to 
Homer  were  cut  out.  Perhaps  they  were 
considered  irrelevant  to  an  article  about 
the  Bible.  The  cuts,  as  far  as  can  tell 
start  at  p.  63, 2nd  new  paragraph.  It  is 
probably  necessary  to  repeat  part  of 
the  preceding  material,  so  it  will  make 
sense. 

Similar  passages  appear  at  2,  17  and  7, 
14.  The  poet  of  the  Song  of  Songs,  like 
Homer  and  many  early  poets  depends 
on  similes.  But  the  author  of  our  psalm 
depends  more  often  on  metaphors, 
although  there  is  one  simile  among  the 
following  passages  on  deer: 

33  And  he  makes  my  path  secure. 

34  He  makes  my  feet  like  a  deer  s, 

And  sets  me  firm  on  the  heights. 

37  You  have  enlarged  my  steps  under 
me,  So  that  my  feet  did  not  slip. 

The  fourth  animal  on  the  seal  is  above 
the  tower.  It  holds  its  head,  on  the  left, 
down,  perhaps  looking  at  the  gazelle  or 
oryz  below  it.  Its  tail  also  is  lowered. 
Perhaps  it  is  a  wolf  or  a  lion,  but  it  is 
clearly  a  predator.  Here  too  the  psalmist 
sees  himself  in  the  guise  of  the  predator: 


3 8 1 have 
pursued  my 
enemies,  and 
destroyed  them; 

And  turned  not 
again  until  I  had 
wiped  them  out. 

39  And  1  have 
destroyed  them, 
struck  them 
down;  They  are 
fallen  under  my 
feel. 

40  For  you  have 
girded  me  with  strength  for  battle;  Them 
that  rose  up  against  me  have  you 
subdued  under  me. 

41  You  have  also  given  me  the  necks 
of  my  enemies,  That  my  foes — 1  might 
destroy  them. 

43 1  pounded  them  like  dust  of  the  earth, 
Stamped,  crushed  them  like  dirt  of  the 
streets. 

Next,  I  consider  the  bow  which  the 
individual  on  the  seal  bears  on  his  right. 
The  poem  reveals  a  special  relationship 
between  God  and  the  bow  and  the 
teaching  of  the  use  of  the  bow: 

15  He  sent  out  arrows  and  scattered 
them; 

Shot  lightning  bolts  and  made  them 
rumble. 

35  He  trains  my  hands  for  battle 
So  that  my  arms  can  bend  a  bow  of 
bronze. 

The  idea  that  God  has  specially  trained 
the  speaker  so  that  he  can  bend  the 
bow  reminds  one  of  Odysseus  and  his 
puzzle  bow  in  The  Odyssey.  There  is  a 
similar  story  in  The  Ramayana,  of  Rama 
bending  the  bow  of  Vishnu. 

Peter  Horvitz 


A  clay  impression  made  by 
the  author  from  a  seal  circa 
1000  BCE,  that  he  believes 
relates  to  King  David. 
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YOUR  COINS 
ARE  HISTORY. 


WE’RE  THE  EXPERTS. 


Since  1931,  the  Goldberg  family  has  been  providing  clients  with 
record-breaking  prices  realized  and  the  most  competitive  rates. 
Experience  the  kind  of  personalized  service  that  makes 
Goldberg  Auctioneers  the  Finest  Auction  House  in  America. 


We  offer  generous  cash  advances. 

Call  800-978-2646  today  to  speak  with  Ira  Goldberg  about 
consigning  your  Ancient  and  World  coins  to  our  next  auction. 
To  stay  informed  about  our  upcoming  auctions  and  to  view 
our  catalogues  for  free,  visit  www.goldbergcoins.com 


Knowledge.  Integrity.  Reypontibiliry. 


Coin  Auction  Dates 


May  27-30  2012 
September  2-5  2012 
February  3-6  2013 
June  2-5,  2013 
September  22-25,  2013 


AUCTIONEERS 


IRA  GOLDBERG  “A  Family  Tradition  Since  1931” 


11400  West  Olympic  Blvd.  Suite  800  Los  Angeles  CA  90064 


GYMNASTICS  COIN 


'ux'jj  m 


rfE7f  SEEQEE, 

Kr>?crnv? 


SfifOALlM 

«"s®nn 


ICMC  -  SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL  ^ 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
RO.Box  2040-  Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


2011/5771 

Commemorative  Coin  in  honor  of  the  Israel 
Olympic  Delegation  to  the  2012  Olympic  Games 


The  first  awgrd  of  the  International  Prize 
Vicenza  Numismatica  2012 


Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 

The  Holy  Land 

DAVID  WITH  HARR  GAZA 


Innovative  series  in  fine  Gold.9999 
and  Silver. 999,  each  weighing  one 
Troy  Oz. 

(31.1  grams),  highlighting  ancient 
mosaics  unearthed  in  the  Holy 
Land,  dating  from  the  Byzantine 
era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight. 


ICMC  -  SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-821 2807 
RO.Box  2040  -  Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


Series  Ancient  Mosaics  of 

The  Holy  Land 


MENORAH,  MAON  NIRIM 


1  01. 

FINE  SILVER 
.999 

4*CS  01? 


sraelm 
Box  20^ 


•8212807 

SRAEL 


Innovative  series  in  fine  Gold.9999 
and  Silver. 999,  each  weighing  one 
Troy  Oz. 

(31 .1  grams),  highlighting  ancient 
mosaics  unearthed  in  the  Holy 
Land,  dating  from  the  Byzantine 
era,  6th  century. 

Bear  the  logo  of  the  Holy  Land 
Mint,  metal  fineness  and  weight. 


TEL  MEGIDDO  . 

2012/5772 

4th  Coin  in  the  "UNESCO  World  Heritage  Sites"  Series 


ICMC  -  SOLE  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  COINS  ISSUED  BY  THE  BANK  OF  ISRAEL 

www.israelmint.com  Tel.  972-4-8212807 
RO.Box  2040  -  Nesher  36620,  ISRAEL 


Photos  from  Philly 


IS 

In  August,  AINA  held 
a  board  meeting  and  a 
forum  in  Philadelphia 
at  the  2012  summer 
convention  of  the 
American  Numismatic 
Association. 


Photos  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 

Top  row,  left:  Aviv  Katz,  the  new  CEO  of  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Corporation,  reveals  upcom¬ 
ing  issues  at  the  AINA  forum,  including  next  year's  Independence  Day  coin  commemorating  Yad 
Vashem.  At  right:  AINA  Treasurer  Donna  Sims  with  President  Met  Wacks  taking  a  rare  break  from 
the  bourse  table. 

Middle  row:  AINA  board  members  Oded  Paz,  with  Mel  and  Donna  at  center,  welcome  new  AINA 
board  member  Walter  Ostromecki,  Jr.  at  right. 

Bottom  row,  left:  David  Harper,  left,  editor  of  Numismatic  News  and  World  Coin  News  with  Mel: 
and  at  right:  Mel  Wacks,  center,  with  the  well-known  medal  and  coin  designers  Jamie  Franki  on  left 
and  Joel  Iskowitz  on  the  right,  following  their  presentations  at  the  AINA/ICMC  forum. 
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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


1850  Franz  Joseph  1  official  passport  for  Israel 
Herzl  (24x40  cm).  Sealed  with  signed  revenue 
stamp,  dated  1850.  In  1815,  Austria  emerged 
from  Napoleonic  Wars  as  a  powerhouse;  the 
Hapsburgs  returned  to  rule.  This  single-page 
passport  (Reise-Pass)  bears  all  information 
about  Israel  Herzl,  including  name,  character, 
birthplace,  birth  year,  religion,  stature,  hair  color 
etc.  All  signed  by  the  Gov.  &  General  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Serbian  region  of  Timis,  western 
Romania  and  Banate,  Southern  Hungary.  Finely 
printed  in  large  format  (about  9x16  inches)  in 
blue  with  a  decorative  border.  Document  dated 
1 850,  sealed  with  signed  revenue  stamp.  Theo¬ 
dore  (Tivadar/Binyamin  Ze’ev)  Herzl  was  bom 
in  Pest  ( the  other  side  of  Buda  -  Hungary ),  his 
family  had  come  from  Zemun  (present  day  Ser¬ 
bia,  by  Belgrade  on  the  Danube).  But  Herzl  was 
a  common  name,  so  it  could  be  a  relative  or  not. 


Confederate  $500  Sealed  Jewish  Lazar 
Allendale,  S.C.,  Genuine  CSAS500  note 
in  nice,  evenly  circulated  condition  w/  a 
couple  of  holes  by  the  Treasurer’s  sig¬ 
nature;  split/partially  split  sealed  by  an 
advertising  band  for  Jewish  A. H.  Lazar 

(“THANK  YOU  -  IT  COMES  FROM  -  CALL 
AGAIN  -  IT  MUST  BE  QUALITY  -  THE  PLACE 
TO  TRADE  AFTER  ALL  -  ALLENDALE,  SC”) 


CALL  OR  E-MAIL  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918 

/  (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBERS  of:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 


$500  CSA 
-  LAZAR 


Herzl  Passport 


Denmark  Ag 


High  relief  silver  medal  (45  grams  - 
40mm)  commemorates  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  Danish  Jewish  community 
escape  from  the  clutches  of  Gennans. 
Created  by  Danish  artist,  engraver 
and  medalist  Bent  Jensen,  this  piece 
features  a  reverse  of  Holger  Danske, 
a  national  hero,  and  an  obverse  with 
Jews  between  the  maps  of  Denmark 
and  Sweden. 

Houghton 

Works  of  Art  from 
Houghton  Jews  - 
Hardcover  Christie’s 
London,  8  December 
1994.  Edition  pro¬ 
vides  extensive  infor¬ 
mation  about  Philip 
&  Sybil  Sassoon  and 
their  magnificent  holdings.  36 1  pp; 
near  perfect  condition;  no  folds,  nota¬ 
tions  or  markings.  Unopened. 


WORKS  or  ART 


HOVGHTON 


I  ONIK  >S 

IHLRMMY  soil  IMMR  1**1 
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Super 

Volunteer 

AINA'S  TREASURER  HONORED 
FOR  SELFLESS  VOLUNTARY  SERVICE 


“DYNAMO!!  That 
is  the  first  word  that 
comes  to  mind  when 
meeting  the  Volunteer 
of  the  Month  for 
August,  Donna  Sims. 

When  passion,  a  good 
cause  and  energy  come 
together  it  can  create 
a  tirelessly  energetic 
person. ..like  Fountain 
Hills  resident  Donna 
Sims!  For  ten  years 
Donna  has  been  the 
creative  driving  force 
behind  the  “Help 
Support  Our  Troops 
Program”  that  has 
provided  loving  care  as 
well  as  needed  supplies 
to  deployed  military  all  over  the 
world  in  addition  to  veterans  in  local 
hospitals. 

Donna  grew  up  in  Phoenix  and 
started  volunteering  early  in  life  as 
a  Vacation  Bible  School  helper  and 
hospital  candy  striper,  “Volunteering 
has  been  inside  me  all  of  my  life,” 
Sims  states.  A  marriage,  three 
children,  four  grandchildren  and 
four  great-grandchildren  later,  along 


with  numerous  volunteer 
positions  along  the  journey, 
led  to  her  retirement  from 
California  to  Fountain 
Hills  in  2005.  Sims’  love  of 
Fountain  Hills  goes  back 
to  her  childhood  when  her 
family  would  come  from 
Phoenix  to  hike  and  enjoy 
the  mountains.  In  addition, 
her  dad’s  love  of  the  town 
filtered  down  to  her  as 
he  served  as  the  official 
photographer  for  the  state. 

Before  moving  to 
Fountain  Hills,  Donna 
lived  in  California  near 
the  Marine  base  where 
her  grandson,  Justin,  was 
stationed.  Sims  became 
close  to  many  of  the  Marines  and 
their  families.  The  idea  for  what 
would  become  her  labor  of  love  was 
born  the  night  before  Justin  was 
to  be  deployed  to  Iraq  ...  during  a 
last  minute  shopping  trip  to  pick  up 
some  essential  items  that  the  military 
couldn’t  always  provide.  It  occurred 
to  Donna  that  the  troops  would  not 
have  those  essential  items  unless  they 

Continued 
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Fallujah  service  sparks  Care  package 


Photo  courtesy  Donna  Sims 

MIA1  Abrams  tank  gunner  LCpl  Justin  Sims,  who  fought  in  the  battle  to  re-take  Fallajah,  atop  his 
tank.  Justin  is  the  inspiration  for  Donna’s  volunteer  work  supporting  U.S.  servicemen  and  women. 


Continued 

were  mailed  to  the  troops.  Items  such 
as  dark  socks,  foot  powder,  batteries, 

Band-Aids,  etc.  She  began  this 
personal  project  by  sending  Justin 
boxes  of  items.  Soon  Justin  was 
asking  her  to  send  a  box  to  another 
Marine  who  received  no  mail  and 
also  to  another  Marine.  Before  long 
she  was  sending  nearly  1 00  boxes  to 
Marines,  soldiers,  sailors  and  airmen 
all  around  the  world. 

Donna’s  personal  project 
required  the  assistance  of  her 
family  members-  even  her  great¬ 
grandchildren!  -  and  so  in  2005 
she  retired  to  Fountain  Hills.  Sims 
quickly  joined  the  Fountain  Hills 
Elks  Lodge  No.  2846,  soon  to 
become  one  of  the  organizers  of 

the  lodge.  When  other  members  „  . 

G  Continued 


of  the  lodge  found  out  about  the 
“Help  Support  Our  Troops”  project 
they  wanted  to  help  with  donations 
and  labor.  They  were  eager  to 
support  the  program  that  included 
adopting  several  Marines  deployed 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  through 
donations.  According  to  Sims,  “I 
was  completely  humbled  by  the 
bags  and  bags  of  donated  items  they 
brought  and  the  donations  of  money 
to  cover  shipping  costs.  My  house 
was  full.  It  looked  like  a  store  front.” 
She  was  able  to  send  over  85  boxes 
to  the  troops  in  addition  to  making 
kits  for  veterans  in  local  hospitals 
last  Christmas.  Considering  the 
number  of  boxes  over  the  past  ten 
years,  she  has  touched  the  lives  of  a 
lot  our  military  troops!  Donna  has 
relied  upon  word  of  mouth,  friends 
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Former  gunner  now  a  medic 


Photo  courtesy  Donna  Sims 
Justin  is  now  a  medic. 


U.S.  Marine  Corps  LCpl  Justin  Sims  takes  a  self-portrait  in  Iraq. 


Continued 

and  members  of  the  Elks,  in  addition 
to  the  Fountain  Hills  Presbyterian 
Church,  the  Fountain  Hills  Women’s 
Club,  the  Fountain  Hills  Ladies 
Scrabble  Group,  Bogey  Boys  and 
the  Delightful  Quilters  Guild  of 
Scottsdale  for  the  success  of  the 
program. 

Squeezing  in  more  volunteer 
service  seems  impossible,  but  Donna 
has  also  managed  to  get  the  Elks 
involved  in  the  Town’s  “Adopt  a 
Street”  program,  collecting  pop  tops 
for  the  Ronald  McDonald  House 
in  Phoenix,  making  lap  blanket 
bundles  for  the  MANA  House-  a 
homeless  shelter  for  Veterans  who 
need  a  fresh  start,  the  Sunshine  Acres 
clothing  drive,  the  Puppy  Rescue 
Mission  that  helps  raise  funds  to 
bring  war  dogs  back  to  the  United 
States,  numerous  activities  in  the 


Presbyterian  Church,  hiking  and  long 
distance  walking,  dancing  and  coin 
collecting.  Her  family  calls  her  the 
consummate  volunteer  and  she  was 
also  recognized  by  NBC  Affiliate, 
News  Channel  12  as  one  of  five 
Outstanding  Arizona  Heroes  for  her 
coordination  of  the  care  packages  to 
the  troops. 

When  asked  what  makes  her 
happy  in  her  volunteer  service, 

Donna  reflected,  “Thinking  about 
when  someone  opens  up  their  box 
and  the  smile  it  puts  on  their  face!” 

Congratulations  and  many  thanks, 
Donna  Sims,  for  your  support  of  our 
troops  in  such  a  special  way  as  well 
as  all  of  the  community  endeavors 
and  tremendous  volunteer  spirit!”  mi 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
the  Town  of  Fountain  Hills,  Arizona 
monthly  gazette. 
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pioneerAviator 
Arthur  Welsh 


By  Mel  wacks 

The  Jewish  Historical  Society 
of  Greater  Washington 
has  issued  art  medals 
commemorating  pioneer  American 
Jewish  aviator  Arthur  Welsh  (1881 
to  1912).  The  medals  were  issued  in 
conjunction  with  a  public  reception, 
symposium  and  exhibition  held  on 
June  12,  2012  at  the  College  Park 
Aviation  Museum  in  College  Park, 

Md.  -  almost  exactly  a  century  after 
Welsh’s  tragic  death  while  testing 
a  military  plane  at  the  College  Park 
airfield.  The  event  featured  the 

Continued 
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Images  courtesy  the  author 
Arthur  Welsh  medal,  obverse  above;  top,  Welsh 
medal  reverse  with  Gen.  Hap  Arnold  quote. 


N 


V 


' 


Arthur  Welsh  at  the 
controls  of  a  Wright 
Brothers  airplane. 


Continued 

dedication  of  a  commemorative  sign 
honoring  Welsh’s  unique  place  in 
aviation  history. 

The  large  2  %”  art  medals, 
sculpted  by  noted  medallist  Alex 
Shagin,  feature  a  portrait  of  the 
young  aviator  and  the  quote  “Welsh 
taught  me  everything  I  know,”  from 
the  autobiography  of  Henry  H.  (Hap) 
Arnold,  who  later  became  a  five-star 
General  and  the  U.S.  Army  Air  Chief 
of  Staff  during  World  War  II.  Medals 
are  available  in  limited  editions  of 
bronze  (180  maximum),  silver-plated 
bronze  (150  maximum)  and  gold- 
plated  bronze  (50  maximum),  at  the 
issue  prices  of  $50,  $75  and  $100, 
respectively,  including  a  Certificate 
of  Authenticity  and  a  stand.  Orders 
can  be  placed  by  calling  818-225- 
1 348.  Mention  that  you  are  an  AINA 
member  and  receive  a  1 0  percent 
discount. 

Laibel  Wellcher  was  born  on 
August  14,  1 88 1 ,  in  Russia,  one 
of  six  children.  In  1 890  the  family 


immigrated  to  Philadelphia,  where 
Laibel  attended  public  school  and 
Hebrew  school  until  the  death  of  his 
father.  In  1 898,  after  Laibel’s  mother 
remarried,  the  family  moved  to 
Washington. 

A  few  years  later,  Laibel  joined 
the  Navy,  giving  his  name  as  Arthur 
L.  Welsh.  After  serving  on  the  U.S.S. 
Hancock  and  U.S.S.  Monongohela, 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
as  a  Seaman.  In  1 909,  Arthur  Welsh 
resolved  to  become  a  pilot  after 
watching  Orville  Wright’s  public 
demonstrations  of  the  Wright 
Military  Flyer  -  and  he  was  later 
accepted  as  a  student.  In  March 
1910,  Welsh  entered  the  first  class 
of  the  Wright  Flying  School  in 
Montgomery,  Alabama.  A  few 
months  later,  he  trained  directly 
under  Orville  Wright  at  Huffman 
Prairie,  near  Dayton.  Welsh  became 
a  trusted  and  skilled  pilot  -  a  notable 
achievement  given  the  difficulties  of 
flying  a  Wright  plane.  By  summer 

Continued 
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Early  aircraft  truly  dangerous 


Image  courtesy  Library  of  Congress 


Arthur  L.  Welsh,  at  left,  in  a  1911  photo  teaching  G.  W.  Beatty,  the  man  who  would  replace  him 
in  the  Wright  Brothers  instructor/demonstration  squad  after  he  died  in  a  1912  crash. 


Continued 

he  had  become  a  flight  instructor  at 
the  Wright  Flying  School  in  Dayton 
Ohio  and  part  of  the  first  Wright 
Company  exhibition  team. 

Throughout  1910  and  1911 
Welsh  participated  in  exhibition 
flights  around  the  country  for  the 
Wright  Company  and  quickly 
established  several  American 
records  for  speed  and  altitude.  At 
the  International  Aviation  Meet  at 
Grant  Park  in  Chicago  in  August 
1911,  Welsh  won  a  $3,000  prize  as 
the  first  aviator  to  fly  more  than  two 
hours  with  a  passenger. 

In  May  1912,  the  Wright  Brothers 
sent  Welsh  to  the  U.S.  Army 
Aviation  School  at  the  College  Park 
Airfield  in  Maryland  to  serve  as  a 


civilian  test  pilot  for  a  new  plane 
on  order  from  the  War  Department. 
Welsh  made  1 6  official  test  flights 
of  the  new  Wright  C  airplane  during 
May  and  June  1912. 

On  June  11,  1912,  Welsh, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Hazelhurst,  made  a  final  attempt  to 
meet  the  loaded-climb  test.  Taking 
off  at  6  p.m.,  the  plane  climbed 
to  about  200  feet  and  then  dove 
downward  at  a  steep  angle  to  gain 
momentum  to  assist  the  climb. 

The  airplane  stalled  and  crashed 
into  a  field  of  daisies.  Both  men  were 
killed  instantly,  the  first  fatalities  at 
the  College  Park  airfield.  Orville 
Wright  and  Lt.  (later  General)  Henry 
H.  (Hap)  Arnold  were  pallbearers  at 
Welsh’s  funeral,  mi 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  numismatic  dealers,  companies  and  organizations  listed  below  support 
AINA  and  we  encourage  our  members  to  use  their  services.  Please  mention 
that  you  saw  their  ad  in  The  Shekel  when  you  contact  them.  If  your  company 
would  like  to  support  AINA  and  get  new  clients,  the  cost  for  a  Marketplace 
ad  is  only  $200  per  year.  The  cost  for  a  full-page  ad  is  just  $750  per  year.  Your 
ad  will  be  seen  by  more  than  1 ,000  readers  six  times  per  year.  Contact  Mel 
Wacks  at  (818)  225-1348  or  send  an  e-mail  to:  ainapresident@gmail.com 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOttEVYOBO  BV  ALA*  D€ftSMOWfT7 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a  nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6  times  a  year. 


CULTURAL 

CHANGE 

j  I  i  - 

ICWISII,  CHRISTIAN. 
AND  ISLAMIC  COINS  OP 
THL;  HOLY  LAND 


David  Hendin 


CULTURAL  CHANGE:  American 

Jewish,  Christian  and  Islamic  Numismatic 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land  Society 

bu  David  Hendin 

isbn-io:  0-89722-319-5 
1SBN-13:  978-0-89722-319-5 

(201l)  6x9  INCHES,  SOFTCOVER.  128  PAGES 
FULL  COLOR  ILLUSTRATIONS  THROUGHOUT 

RETAIL  PRICE:  US  $40  /ANS  MEMBERS  $28  /  PLUS  SHIPPING  &  HANDLING 

Cultural  Change:  Jewish ,  Christian  and  Islamic  Coins 
of  the  Holy  Land  is  a  full  color  catalogue  of  the  coins 
featured  in  the  ANS’  acclaimed  temporary  exhibit  of 
the  same  name.  All  coins  are  illustrated  in  full  color, 
with  explanatory  text,  illustrations  of  related  material, 
maps  and  family-trees.  The  volume  serves  as  the  ideal 
introduction  to  the  coinage  of  the  Holy  Land,  as  well  as 

Eroviding  a  history  of  the  region  from  the  4th  century 
C  to  Crusader  times,  illustrated  by  the  coinage  that 
was  produced  there.  As  such,  it  contains  some  of  the 
earliest  Jewish  coins,  as  well  as  the  earliest  to  bear  overtly 
Christian  symbolism. 


The  coins  contained  in  this  exhibit  are  often  the  finest  examples  of  their  kind  in  existence,  and 
the  text  has  been  written  by  one  of  the  foremost  experts  in  the  field,  so  the  resulting  volume  is 
as  attractive  to  look  at  as  it  is  informative. 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/CulturalChange 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 


75  Varick  St.,  (1.  n 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 
www.numismatics.org 
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David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  •  P.O.  Box  805  •  Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


^IRA  &  LARKY^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 


r ll^CL ^v'U. 


& 


Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A  family  tradition  since  1 931 . 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  •  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  •  (800)  978-2646  •  Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  8OI6O-O785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblurncoins.com  -  bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all  aspects  of  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.  Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a  bimonthly  journal,  has  a  library  available  to  members, 
and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA.  TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  spon¬ 
sor  the  Ben  Odesser  Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel." 
Dues  are  $25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o  Mark 
Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408,  Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a  remarkably  low  cost.  They  are  the 
official  minter  for  AINA  and  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame. 

Contact  Vince  Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800) 
544-6135  and  tell  him  that  you  are  a  member  of 
AINA  to  get  a  special  deal. 
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Tattoo,  song  bring  heritage  alive 
at  2012  London  Olympic  Games 


By  Andrew  Perala 


Fabien  Gi lot’s  tribute  to  his 
family  was  televised  globally, 
for  all  the  world  to  see. 

As  one  of  the  four  freestyle 
specialists  on  France’s  4x100 
Olympic  swim  team,  Gilot  had 
not  been  expected  to  win  a  gold 
medal.  Instead,  Australia  was  the 
overwhelming  favorite  to  win  the 
premiere  race  in  men’s  Olympic 
swimming. 

But  as  the  final  unfolded,  the 
Aussies  were  soon  out  of  contention; 
the  Americans  had  a  half-second  lead 
going  into  the  anchor  leg,  the  last  of 
four.  France  kept  pace  after  Gi  lot’s 
second  leg  of  the  relay  brought  his 
team  within  a  meter  of  the  leader. 

Still,  history  was  with  the 
Americans;  in  the  last  1 0  Olympics 
that  the  U.S.  has  competed  in  the 
event,  the  U.S.  team  has  won  eight 


gold,  one  silver  and  one  bronze. 

This  year,  the  U.S.  team  included 
Michael  Phelps,  whose  22  Olympic 
medals  places  him  60th  all-time 
among  nations,  and  Jason  Lezak, 
owner  of  the  fastest  4x100  relay  leg 
in  history.  Timed  at  46.06  seconds 
in  the  2008  Games,  Lezak  needed 
every  inch  of  that  super-sprint  to 
catch,  and  pass  France’s  Alain 
Bernard  to  give  the  Americans  the 
gold  in  Beijing. 

This  summer,  the  French  team 
wanted  payback.  And  when  Gilot’s 
superstar  teammate  the  6-foot-8 
Yannick  Agnel  passed  the  vaunted 
American  Ryan  Lochtc  in  the 
race’s  final  meters,  Gilot  and  his 
three  teammates  knew  they’d  won 
Olympic  gold  medals. 

With  Agnel  still  in  the  water, 

Continued 
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Competing  for  more  than  medals 


Credits:  London  2012  Olympic  Organizing  Committee 
Top:  The  gold  medal  back,  at  left,  and  the  gold  medal  front.  Size  is  same  for  both:  85mm. 

Below;  Fabien  Gilot,  center,  celebrates  Frances  win  in  the  4x100  freestyle  relay  race  with  team¬ 
mates  Amanrv  Leveauc,  left,  and  Clement  Lefert.  Opposite  page:  Fabien  Gilot. 


Continued 

Amaury  Leveauc,  Gilot  and  Clement 
Lefert  raised  their  arms  and  roared  in 
exultation.  And  everyone  could  see 
the  Hebrew  tattoo  inside  Gilot’s  left 
bicep. 

The  same  day  Gilot  showed  his 
allegiance,  the  Italian  delegation  to 
the  Games  conducted  a  minute  of 
silence  with  the  Israeli  team  to  honor 
the  1 1  victims  of  1 972  Munich. 

For  Gilot,  his  moment  of  victory 
sent  a  similar  message,  a  message  of 
pride,  gratefulness  and  honor  to  his 
family,  and  especially  to  his  adoptive 
grandfather  who  did  not  live  to  see 
him  compete  in  the  20 1 2  London 
Summer  Olympic  Games. 

But  Gilot’s  grandfather  Max 


Goldschmidt  did  see  his  adoptive 
grandson  earn  his  spot  on  the  French 
Olympic  Team;  he  did  see  the  tattoo 
Gilot  had  inked  in  Hebrew,  a  tribute 
to  his  family:  “nm^n  Df?D  W 
or  “1  am  nothing  without  them.” 

Bom  in  Berlin  and  a  survivor  of 
Auschwitz,  Goldschmidt  moved  to 
France  after  the  war.  There,  he  met 
his  life  partner,  Gilot’s  grandmother, 
and  wholeheartedly  adopted  his  new 
grandson. 

“In  Fabien ’s  eyes,  he  [his 
grandfather]  was  a  hero.  He  admired 
him  and  was  very  attached  to  him,” 
said  Gilot’s  father  Michael  after  the 
race.  “He  was  a  grandfather  in  every 
way.”  mi 
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Gymnastic's  superstar:  alyraisman 


The  music 
playing 
for 

U.S.  gymnast 
Aly  Raisman’s 
floor  routine  has 
been  the  same  all 
year  long:  “Hava 
Nagila”  or  “Let 
Us  Rejoice”  -  a 
popular  Hebrew 
folk  song  played  at  weddings, 
bat  mitzvahs  and  other  joyous 
celebrations. 

The  song  title  may  not  have  been 
immediately  identifiable  to  many 


il 


Aly  Raisnum  at  the  2012  U.S.  Olympic  Team 
Trials ,  top.  Above ,  Aly  during  her  gold-medal 
winning  floor  routine  at  the  London  Games. 


audience  members 
at  the  recently 
concluded 
2012  London 
Summer  Olympic 
Games,  but  they 
responded  to  its 
joyful  strains, 
clapping  and 
cheering  for  the 
U.S.  Women’s 
Team  Captain  as  she  gave  a 
near-perfect  performance  in  the 
individual  floor  exercise  to  win 
gold. 

Continued 
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History,  athleticism  on  display 


Photos  courtesy  Israel  Coins  &  Medals  Corp. 

Above,  the  reverse  of  the  2004  Israel  silver 
commemorative  for  Olympic  windsurfing. 
Top  right,  Israel’s  2011  Olympic  coin  tribute 
to  Rhythmic  Gymnastics.  At  right,  Israel’s 
2008  silver  Olympic  commemorative  honor¬ 
ing  Judo.  All  were  limited  issues. 


Continued 

Readers  of  The  Shekel  most 
certainly  recognized  her  selection. 

As  she  told  Ha  ’ aretz ,  “I  like  how 
the  crowd  can  clap  to  it.” 

Arguably  one  of  the  most  popular 
of  Olympic  competitions,  women’s 
gymnastics  has  devotees  following 
each  specialty:  floor,  uneven  bars, 
vault  and  balance  beam. 

Raisman  is  expert  in  all  four,  but 
her  forte  is  floor.  And  in  her  final 
competition  in  the  2012  London 
Summer  Olympic  Games,  Aly  held 
nothing  back  in  her  floor  exercise. 

Triple  upside  down  twirling 
somersaults  ending  a  bounce,  a 
flip  and  then  sticking  the  landing 
precisely  in  the  comer  of  the  floor 
mat  -  surely  there’s  technical 
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language  to  describe  the  moves  that 
had  her  parents  not  breathing  in  the 
stands.  Aly  simply  wowed  everyone, 
the  judges,  the  fans,  her  teammates, 
a  global  television  audience  with  her 
nearly  perfect  routine  to  become  the 
first  American  woman  in  history  to 
win  the  individual  floor  exercise. 

“Having  that  floor  music  wasn’t 
intentional,”  the  emotionally 
charged  1 8-year-old  told  reporters 
afterward. 

“But  the  fact  that  it  was  on  the 
40th  anniversary  [of  Munich]  is 
special,  and  winning  the  gold  today 


25  ATHLETES  ON  ISRAELS 
2012  PARALYMPIC  TEAM 


Photos  courtesy  Israel  Culture  and  Sports  Ministiy 
Above,  the  athletes  of  Israel  s  2012  Paralympic  Games  team  with  Prime  Minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu  and  Sports  Minister  Limor  Livnat  prior  to  the  team  s  departure  for  London. 


More  than  two  dozen  athletes 
represented  Israel  at  the  2012 
Paralympic  Games  in  London  that 
followed  the  2012  London  Summer 
Olympics. 

The  Paralympics  first  took  place  in 
London  64  years  ago,  the  result  of  a 
vision  by  a  German-Jewish  man  named 
Dr  Ludwig  Guttmann. 

More  than  2,100  medals,  designed 
by  London-based  artist  Lin  Cheung, 
were  presented  in  502  Paralympic 
victory  ceremonies  in  more  than  19 
venues  over  1 1  days  of  competition. 
Israel  won  six  medals  at  the  2008 
Beijing  Games. 

The  Greek  Goddess  of  Victory  is  the 
inspiration  for  both  sides  of  the  medal. 
Israel  had  won  six  medals  at  the 


2008  Games  in  Beijing.  Before  leaving 
for  London,  the  team  was  greeted 
by  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu.  “What  you  demand  of 
yourselves,  nobody  demands  of  you,” 
he  said.  “I  hope  that  you  bring  home 
medals  -  but  from  my  point  of  view, 
you  already  have.” 

Just  before  going  to  press  we 
learned  that  Israeli  swimmer  Inbal 
Pezaro  won  two  bronze  medals:  in  the 
500-meter  freestyle  and  the  50  meter 
freestyle.  Also,  Israeli  swimmer  Izhak 
Mamistvalov  took  the  bronze  in  the 
men’s  200-meter  freestyle,  edging 
fellow  Israeli  swimmer  lad  Shalabi  by 
0.01  of  a  second.  No  doubt,  other  Israeli 
athletes  will  win  medals  before  the 
Games  end.  rnj 
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The  Great  Agnes  Keleti 


Olympic  photos  of  An ges  Keleti  courtesy  Museum  Victoria 
Top  left,  above:  Agnes  Keleti  at  the  1956  Melbourne 
Olympic  Games.  Left:  Keleti,  August  2012,  age  91. 

Top:  The  gold  medal  for  the  1956  Melbourne  Games. 
Below:  the  ‘56  Games  Participant  Medal;  Bottom: 

The  ‘52  Helsinki  Games  Participant  Medal. 


Time  passes.  Memories  fade.  But  records 
do  not.  Especially  the  record  10  Olympic 
medals  won  by  Agnes  Keleti  in  the  1952 
Helsinki  and  1956  Melbourne  Olympic  Games. 
Competing  on  the  Hungarian  women’s  gymnastics 
team,  Keleti  won  gold,  silver  and  two  bronze  in 
1952;  and  four  gold  and  two  silver  meals  in  1956. 

After  the  ‘56  Games,  Keleti  and  three  dozen 
other  Hungarian  athletes  found  asylum  in  Australia. 
She  later  moved  to  Israel,  where  she  lives  today. 

Keleti’s  medal  count:  Gold:  Floor  exercise,  ‘52, 
‘56;  Uneven  Parallel  Bars,  ‘56;  Balance  Beam,  ‘56. 
Silver,  Team:  ‘52,  ‘56’;  Individual,  ‘56.  Bronze: 
Uneven  parallel  bars,  ‘52;  Hand  apparatus,  ‘52.  mi 
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Striking 


British  royal  Mint  creates 
4,700  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze 
Medals  for  2012  Summer  games 


The  medals  for 
the  2012  London 
Summer  Olympic  Games 
were  the  largest  ever 
created  for  any  modern 
games. 

First-,  second-  and  third 
place  finishers  in  each  of 
the  302  scheduled  events 
received  medals.  Each 
member  of  a  top  three 
team  in  an  event’s  final 
also  received  a  medal; 
increasing  the  total  number 

Continued  on  Page  44 


All  photographs  courtesy  the  2012  London 
Olympic  Games  Otganizing  Committee 
Top:  Each  medal  is  struck  1 5  times  in  a  900-ton  die 
press.  Bottom:  The  Royal  Mint’s  Chief  Engraver  Gor¬ 
don  Summers  creates  the  die  template  on  computer. 
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MEDALS  MADE  BY  HAND  BY  ARTISANS 


All  photographs  courtesy  the  2012 

London  Olympic  Games  Organizing  Committee 

The  multi-step  process  to  create  the  2012 
London  Olympic  Games  medals  include, 
above,  routing  a  square  hole  into  the  side  of 
each  medal  to  receive  the  ribbon-attachment 
tab,  at  right.  Preparing  the  ribbon  attach¬ 
ment  tab  includes  coating  with  silver  solder 
the  tab  s  contact  points  with  the  actual 
medal. 

Below,  the  medal  and  ribbon  attachment 
tab  are  secured  in  a  cushioned  fire-brick  vise 
while  a  high -temp  gas  torch  melts  the  solder 
and  secures  the  medal  and  tab. 


Many  steps  in 

MAKING  MEDALS 


All  photographs  courtesy  the  2012 
Loudon  Olympic  Games  Organizing  Committee 
Above,  an  acid  dip  prepares  medal  for  their 
final finish;  top  left,  the  medals  ’clear  coat 
dries  in  an  oven.  Left,  each  medal  is  engraved 
on  bottom  rim  with  event  and  place.  Below,  a 
strong  ribbon  is  stitched  with  an  industrial  sew¬ 
ing  machine  to  attach  medal  and  ribbon.  Why 
so  tough?  When  on  the  podium,  some  athletes 
swing  the  medals  around  on  their  ribbons. 
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22  STEPS  TO  CREATE  A  2012  MEDAL 


Photo  courtesy  the 
2012  Loudon  Olympic  Games 
Organizing  Committee 
A  2012  Paralympics  Silver 
medal  at  its  final  inspection. 
Paralympic  Games  medals  are 
the  same  size  with  the  same 
metal  content  as  the  Summer 
Olympic  Games  medals. 


Continued 

of  medals  struck  to  about  4,700. 

Each  medal  was  struck  on 
a  die  press;  the  same  manner 
used  to  strike  circulating  and 
collector  coins.  But  weighing  up 
to  412  grams,  85  millimeters  in 
diameter  and  between  eight  and 
10  mm  thick,  the  2012  London 
Olympic  medals  are  larger  than 
any  circulating  coin,  with  rare 
exceptions  to  this  general  rule. 

The  basic  planchet  for  each 
future  gold  and  silver  medal  weighs 
412  grams  of  92.5  percent  silver; 
the  basic  planchet  for  the  bronze 
medals  weighs  357  grams. 

In  a  national  competion, 
more  than  100  artists  submitted 
designs  for  the  2012  London 
Olympic  medals.  A  committee 
of  independent  medallic  experts 
chosen  by  the  organizers  of  the 
London  Games  selected  the  design 
of  David  Watkins,  an  established 
decorative  artist  in  Britain. 

All  Summer  Olympic  Games 


medals  must  carry  an  image  of 
Nike,  the  ancient  Greek  goddess 
of  victory,  stepping  out  of  a 
representation  of  the  Parthenon,  to 
arrive  in  the  Host  city. 

That  iconic  temple  is  visible 
in  the  distant  background;  a 
representation  of  the  2,500-year 
old  Panathaneic  Stadium  in  Athens 
occupies  the  middle  space  of  the 
medal’s  front. 

The  reverse  is  a  compilation 
of  abstract  designs  meant  to 
convey  multiple  meanings:  a 
curved  background  implies  an 
amphitheater,  a  central  emblem  is 
similar  to  a  jewel;  a  grid  suggests 
both  a  pulling  together  and 
reaching  out;  the  curved  central 
line  represents  the  River  Thames; 
with  a  surrounding  square  to 
balance  the  overall  circularity  of 
the  medal. 

After  transferring  the  design 
to  a  computer,  Gordon  Summers, 
the  Mint’s  chief  engraver,  used  a 

Continued 


25 


Each  medal  receives  21  inspections 


Photo  courtesy  the  2012  London  Olympic  Games  Organizing  Committee 
Reflections  of  glory!  The  silver  medal’s  front,  at  left,  shows  Nike  striding  forward;  middle, 
he  gold  medal’s  abstract  back  and,  right,  the  bronze  medal.  All  are  85  mm  in  diameter. 


Continued 

specialized  software  program  to 
fine-tune  the  design,  in  reverse,  for 
master  hubs,  just  as  in  coining. 

Each  medal  was  struck  1 5  times 
with  900  tons  of  force  (about  the 
weight  of  a  small  naval  battle  ship, 
the  Royal  Mint  proudly  notes  on  its 
media  website.) 

The  actual  gold  content  in  a 
gold  medal  is  not  412  grams.  Gold 
medals  are  struck  on  Sterling  silver 
planchets  and  then  coated  with  a 
layer  of  gold  alloy. 

The  total  weight  of  pure  gold 


in  the  alloy  coating  must  be  at 
least  six  grams,  according  to  rules 
established  for  both  Summer  and 
Winter  Olympic  Games. 

The  size  of  the  medals  required 
three  separate  dies  to  impress  the 
full  abstract  design  of  the  London 
Games  into  the  master  hub. 

The  process  of  making  the 
medals  required  22  distinct  steps, 
with  21  separate  inspections.  Each 
medal  had  to  pass  a  final  quality- 
control  inspection  before  being  sent 
to  the  Tower  of  London  for  safe 
storage  until  the  day  of  the  event. nil 
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The  largest 

MEDALLION  MINTED 
IN  ANCIENT  PALESTINE 


The  reverse  of  the  massive  Antoninus  Pius  medallion  shows 
Mount  Gerizim  with  a  steep  stairway  leading  to  a  temple. 


BY  ROBERT  DEUTSCH 


A  Note  on  a  Medallion  of 
Antoninus  Pius  from 
Neapolis: 

Antoninius  Pius, 

the  adopted  son  of 
Hadrian,  was  born  on 
Sept.  19,  86  C.E.,  and  became 
Roman  Emperor  on  July  1 1, 

138. 

He  died  on  March  7,  161, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  74.  He 
reigned  for  23  years,  and  until 
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the  end  of  the  third  century  was 
the  second-longest  reigning 
emperor  after  Augustus,  lasting 
one  month  longer  than  Tiberius. 

He  refrained  from  engaging 
in  military  adventures 
beyond  those  necessary  for 
maintenance  of  the  empire 
and  is  considered  a  peaceful 
emperor. 

The  massive  minting  of  city 
coinage  in  Palestine  during 

Continued 


MT  Gerizim  rises  as  Neapolis  emblem 


Continued 

his  reign  is  represented  in 
Neapolis  by  a  series  of  coins 
including  the  medallion  in 
this  story,  which  appears  to 
be  the  largest  ever  minted  in 
Palestine,  a  bronze  medallion 
48  millimeters  in  diameter 
weighing  56.3  grams. 

The  obverse,  on  the  previous 
page,  is  a  laureate,  draped  and 
cuirassed  bust  of  Antoninus 
Pius  facing  right  with  a  Greek 
legend  leading  around  the 
bust  upwardsfrom  bottom 
left:  [ANTW]NlNOC  CEBAC 
EYCE  AY[TOK  KA]I(C)AP.1 

The  dies  used  to  mint  our 
medallion  are  significantly 
larger  than  those  used  for 
regular  sestertii.  The  obverse 
is  surrounded  by  an  elaborated 
frame  resembling  a  bezel,  and 
the  reverse  shows  a  large  image 
of  Mount  Gerizim  surrounded 
by  a  chain  of  dots,  two  parallel 
lines,  a  circular  groove  and  a 
raised  border  ridge.  The  lim¬ 
its  of  the  dies  are  not  visible, 
which  means  that  the  dies  were 
larger  than  48mm.  In  contrast, 
the  limits  of  the  dies  are  clearly 
visible  on  sestertii.2 

The  representation  of  Mount 
Gerizim  with  a  stairway  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  temple  on  its  peak 
first  appears  on  the  coins  of 
Antoninus  Pius  toward  the 
end  of  his  reign.  His  coins  are 


dated:  ITZ  (year  87)  =  159,  IlH 
(year  88)  =  160  C.E.,  riD  (year 
89)  =161  C.E.,  or  are  undated. 
Therefore  we  cannot  establish 
the  exact  first  appearance  of 
the  mountain  in  his  reign;  a 
date  earlier  than  87  CE  is  also 
possible. 

Mount  Gerizim  became  the 
emblem  of  Neapolis  and  was 
adopted  by  all  subsequent  em¬ 
perors.  It  appears  on  their  coin¬ 
age  covering  the  surface  of  the 
reverse,  or  in  small  icons  on 
eagles’  wings,  or  on  the  back 
of  a  shc-wolf,  or  in  the  back¬ 
ground.3 

The  last  coins  issued  in 
Neapolis  were  struck  during 
the  reign  of  Trebonianus  Gallus 
(and  his  son  Volusianus)  from 
251  to  253  CE. 


The  obverse  of  the  massive  Antoninus  Pius 
medallion  shows  the  Roman  emperor,  who 
ruled  from  1 05  to  138  CE. 
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The  ancient  city  ofNeapolis  was  located 
north  of  Jerusalem  and  is  now  called 
Nablus. 


EYRE 


NEAPOUS 
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Continued 

The  emblem  was  also  used 
on  jewelry,  including  rings.4  In 
the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries, 
the  emblem  was  represented  on 
typical  Samaritan  oil  lamps  by 
a  temple  with  a  flight  of  steps 
leading  to  it.5 

The  term  “medallion”  is 
misleading  as  it  is  used  for  all 
the  large  specimens  minted  in 
Palestine.  Thus,  a  subdivision 
into  two  main  groups  is 
required: 

Commemorative  - 

unusually  large  specimens,  not 
designated  for  commercial  use 
but  minted  to  commemorate 
outstanding  events. 

Commercial  -  coins 
the  size  of  Roman  sestertii, 
currency  in  circulation  and 
used  in  everyday  commercial 


activity.6 

The  largest  previously 
recorded  medallion  is  in  the 
collection  of  Bibliotheque 
Nationale  in  Paris.  This 
specimen  is  undated  and 
measures  43  mm  in  diameter.7 

What  was  the  purpose  of 
minting  such  a  large  medallion 
in  Neapolis  in  88  CE?  As  far 
as  we  know,  Antoninus  Pius 
did  not  travel  to  Palestine  as 
his  adoptive  father  Hadrian 
had  done  and  no  special  events 
in  his  honor  were  celebrated. 
The  reason  for  minting  such 
a  magnificent  medallion  will 
remain  unknown  for  the  time 
being,  nu 

Reprinted  with  permission  of 
the  author  and  the  publication 
in  which  it  first  appeared: 

“ Barag  D.  and  Zissu  B.,  (eds.). 
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Mt.  Gerizim  as  it  appears  today,. 


Continued 

Studies  in  Honour  of  Arnold 
Spaer  [Israel  Numismatic 
Journal  17].  Jerusalem,  2010.  ” 

Author  s  notes: 

1 .  The  medallion  was  purchased 
from  a  licensed  antiquities  dealer  in 
the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem  in  1990 
and  was  first  cleaned  by  Shraga 
Qedar.  It  has  been  offered  for  sale  by 
Antiqua  Inc.  (catalog  VIII,  lot  89). 

It  is  presently  located  in  the  Judge 
Abraham  D.  Sofaer  collection,  USA. 
See  Y.  Meshorer  and  G.  Bijovsky: 
Coins  of  the  Holy  Land:  The  Abraham 
D.  Sofaer  Collection  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society ,  New  York 
(forthcoming). 

2.  G.  F.  Hill:  Catalogue  of  Greek 
Coins:  Palestine ,  London,  1914, 

p.  48,  pi.  V,  no.  14;  Y.  Meshorer: 
TestiMoney,  Jerusalem,  2000,  p.  37, 
no.  2  (A.  Spaer  collection). 

3.  Y.  Meshorer:  City-Coins  of 
Eretz-Israel  and  the  Decapods  in  the 
Roman  Period,  Jerusalem ,  1985,  p.  52, 
nos.  144-146. 

4.  Meshorer  (n.  2  above),  p.  37,  no. 
1;  L.  Wolfe  and  F.  Sternberg:  Objects 
with  Semitic  Inscriptions  1100  B.C.- 
A.D.  700:  Jewish,  Early  Christian  and 
Byzantine  Antiquities,  Auction  XXIII, 
Zurich,  1989,  p.  89,  lots  320  -322. 

5.  V.  Sussman:  Samaritan  Oil 
Lamps,  in  E.  Stern  and  H.  Eshel 
(eds.):  The  Samaritans ,  Jerusalem, 


2002,  p.  357,  nos.  16-17  (Hebrew);  Y. 
Meshorer  (n.  3  above),  p.  52. 

6.  Numerous  sestertii  minted  by 
the  city  of  Neapolis  and  referred  to 
as  medallions  have  been  recorded; 
a  limited  survey  reveals  that  the 
majority  are  heavily  damaged  as 

a  result  of  intensive  use  and  many 
are  even  perforated.  See  Hill  (n. 

2  above),  pp.  48-49,  pi.  V,  nos. 

14-16;  C.  W.  Samuels,  P.  Rynearson, 
and  Y.  Meshorer:  The  Numismatic 
Legacy  of  the  Jews  as  Depicted  by  a 
Distinguished  American  Collection, 
New  York,  2000,  pp.  1 14,  204,  no. 

200,  pi.  10;  A.  Kindler:  Thesaurus 
of  Judaean  Coins  from  the  Fourth 
Century  B.C.  to  the  Third  Century 
A.D.,  Jerusalem,  1958,  pp.  19-20,  no. 
32,  pis.  32a-b  (Hebrew),  pp.  12-13 
(English  summary);  M.  Rosenberger: 
City-Coins  of  Palestine,  vol.  3, 
Jerusalem,  1977,  p.  6,  nos.  8-9; 

Y.  Meshorer:  Sylloge  N ummorum 
Graecorum:  The  Collection  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  part 
6:  Palestine-South  Arabia,  New  York, 
1981,  pi.  31,  no.  965;  D.  Hendin: 

Guide  to  Biblical  Coins  (4th  ed.),  New 
York,  2001,  pp.  388-389,  no.  878 
(facsimile  from  de  Saulcy,  coin  dated 
year  87),  pi.  34,  no.  878  (coin  dated 
year  88). 

7.  F.  de  Saulcy:  Numismatique  de 
la  Terre  Sainte,  Paris,  1874,  p.  248,  no. 
1,  pi.  XIII,  no.  1  (facsimile);  Hill  (n.  2 
above),  p.  xxviii,  pi.  XXXIX,  no.  7. 
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Joining  of 
ancients 

Chinese  Chef's  big  book  serves 

COLLECTORS  OF  COINS  OF  JUDAEA  ISRAEL 


Photo  courtesy  Jerusalem  Post 
On  a  recent  trip  to  Israel, 
author  Xu  Long  visited  the 
Western  Wall  in  Jerusalem. 


BY  SHULA  KOPF 


One  of  the  most  passionate 
collectors  of  Israeli  coins  is 
the  head  chef  in  Beijing’s 
Great  Hall  of  the  People. 

When  Xu  Long  isn’t  cooking 
Peking  duck  for  visiting  heads  of  state, 
he  devotes  his  time  to  researching  the 
history  of  Jewish  coins.  It  took  him 
1 0  years  of  painstaking  study,  but  last 
November  Xu  Long  published  a  575- 
page  hard-back  on  the  subject,  Money  of 
Ancient  Judea  and  Israel. 

Ironically,  his  book,  which  is  in 
Mandarin,  is  one  of  the  most  wide- 
ranging  on  the  subject  in  any  language. 

“His  book  starts  with  the  first  coins 
ever  minted  in  Judaea  during  the 


Persian  period  in  the  fourth  century 
BCE  and  goes  up  to  the  Jerusalem  of 
Gold  24-carat  bullion  coin  launched  last 
year  by  the  Bank  of  Israel,”  says  Arthur 
Boxer,  CEO  of  the  Israel  Coins  and 
Medals  Corporation  (ICMC). 

“He  explains  the  story  behind  each 
coin.” 

Boxer  meets  Xu  Long  every  year  at 
the  International  World  Money  Fair  in 
Beijing,  where  display  of  the  book  helps 
attracts  local  collectors  to  the  Israeli 
booth. 

At  a  price  of 498  yuan,  about  NIS 
250  [about  $470  US]  the  book  is 
expensive  in  China. 

“He’s  an  ambassador  for  us  in 

Continued 
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Chef's  book  recipe 

Continued 

China,”  says  Boxer. 

“It’s  a  numismatic  handshake 
between  two  great  ancient  cultures.” 

In  early  July  20 1 2,  Boxer  and  Xu 
Long  met  at  the  ICMC  headquarters  in 
Nesher,  near  Haifa. 

Visiting  for  his  second  time,  Xu 
Long  continues  to  explore  sites  not 
on  the  typical  tourist  itinerary  but  that 
figure  on  Israeli  currency  and  coins. 

Last  time  he  came  alone;  this  time 
he  brought  six  other  coin  enthusiasts. 

“The  first  time  I  came  to  Israel 
everything  seemed  familiar  to  me 
because  I  already  knew  about  places 
from  the  coins,”  says  Xu  Long,  47.  He 
explains  his  interest  in  Israeli  coins: 

“No  one  can  understand  the  world 
without  understanding  the  Jews  first. 

For  Chinese,  Jews  are  special.  They  are 
very  smart. 

“You  can  learn  about  people  and 
their  history  and  culture  through  their 
coins,  and  since  the  Jews  have  had  a 
long  and  colorful  history,  the  cultural 
content  in  Israeli  coins  is  very  rich,  if 
not  the  richest  in  the  world.  No  other 
country  refers  back  to  its  ancient  history 
in  its  modem  coins  as  does  Israel.” 

The  interview  took  place  with  the 
help  of  a  Hebrew-Chinese  translator 
after  Xu  Long  was  the  guest  of  honor 
for  a  luncheon  at  the  Herzliya  Pituah 
residence  of  China’s  ambassador. 

According  to  Xu  Long,  just  after  the 
soup  (sweet  and  sour),  the  conversation 
turned  to  his  numismatic  passion. 

“The  ambassador  wanted  to  know 
what  everyone  always  asks  me,  how  I 
happened  to  become  interested  in  this 
subject  in  the  first  place.” 


for  Judaic  history 

Xu  Long  was  riding  his  bicycle  on 
one  of  Beijing’s  streets  when  he  spotted 
a  foreigner  and  stopped  to  ask  the  man 
if  he  spoke  French. 

The  foreigner  was  Albert  Kalifa,  an 
Israeli  studying  Chinese  medicine  in 
Beijing,  Algerian  by  birth  and  fluent  in 
French. 

“He  asked  me  if  I  would  like  to 
teach  him  French  and  I  said,  ‘Why  not,’ 
Kalifa  says  in  a  telephone  interview 
from  his  home  in  Kibbutz  Nir  Eliahu. 

“We  met  every  day  for  French 
lessons  for  about  half  a  year  and  he 
taught  me  about  Chinese  customs  and 
[their]  way  of  life.” 

Kalifa  knew  of  Xu  Long’s  interest  in 
coins  and  gave  him  a  few  Israeli  coins. 

“This  aroused  a  great  curiosity  in 
him  about  Jewish  customs  and  life 
and  he  asked  many  questions.  He  was 
insatiable  for  information  about  Israel 
and  Judaism,”  says  Kalifa. 

“During  his  first  visit  to  Israel,  he 
wanted  to  see  every  spot  that  appears 
on  Israeli  paper  money  and  coins.  We 
went  to  off-the-beaten-  track  places  like 
Gymnasia  Herzliya,  Mikve  Yisrael, 

Beit  Bialik,  anything  connected  with 
coins.  He  must  have  taken  about  10,000 
photos. 

“When  he  travels  in  the  world  he 
also  seeks  Jewish  sites.  In  Tehran  he  got 
a  special  permit  to  visit  a  synagogue.  In 
Rome  he  went  to  the  Arch  of  Titus.  In 
Paris  he  went  to  a  Jewish  museum. 

“On  this  trip  he  wanted  to  see  a 
pidyon  haben  ceremony,  Kiddush  and  a 
circumcision  ceremony,  all  events  that 
appear  on  coins.  It’s  unbelievable  what 
he  accomplished. 

Continued 
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xu  Long’s  efforts  conquer  skeptics 


Xu  Long's  massive  study  of  coinage  from 
ancient  Judean  to  modem  Israel  is  available 
on  Amazon.com  for  $468  (U.S.) 


Continued 

“  A  person  who  doesn’t  know 
anything  about  the  history  of  the  Jewish 
people  can  learn  about  it  just  from 
reading  his  book.” 

One  of  the  mandatory  stops  for  Xu 
Long  when  he  is  here  is  the  Kadman 
Numismatic  Pavilion  of  the  Eretz  Israel 
Museum  in  Tel  Aviv,  where  he  meets 
with  curator  Cecilia  Meir. 

“The  people  who  come  to  see  us 
are  all  crazy  about  some  special  field  in 
numismatics,  but  to  see  his  face  light 
up  when  I  showed  him  the  coins  was 
amazing,”  says  Meir. 

“He  was  so  excited  to  touch  the 
ancient  coins,  not  because  they  are 
ancient,  but  because  they  are  Jewish. 

All  the  collectors  I  know  have  some 
connection  to  Israel  or  to  Judaism,  but 
to  think  that  somebody  who  lives  so  far 
away  and  doesn’t  have  any  connection 
has  written  such  a  book  is  really 
amazing.  He’s  promoting  Jewish  culture 
in  China  through  the  coins.” 

It  turns  out  that  Xu  Long’s  hobby  is 
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an  expensive  one.  He  took  some  time 
during  this  trip  to  do  some  shopping  - 
Israeli  coins,  about  50  kilos  worth,  says 
Kalifa. 

And  since  he  couldn’t  find  a 
publisher  for  such  an  esoteric  subject, 
Xu  Long  financed  some  of  the  book’s 
publication  costs  himself. 

“The  knowledge  I  have  gained  and 
the  Jewish  friends  I  have  made,  both 
in  Beijing  and  in  Israel,  are  priceless,” 
says  Xu  Long,  who  is  married  and  has 
two  children. 

“My  wife  thinks  I’m  crazy.” 

The  chef  is  already  planning  his 
next  project,  A  Jewish  cookbook  in 
Chinese,  and  he  took  some  time  from 
his  numismatic  pursuits  to  meet  with 
Israeli  chefs. 

How  do  you  say  chicken  matza  ball 
soup  in  Chinese?rcj 

Simla  Kopfs  article  first  appeared  in 
the  Jerusalem  Post  and  is  reprinted  with 
the  permission  of  the  author  and  the 
Jerusalem  Post. 
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By  Howard  Berlin 


designs  for  paper 
lV/  notes  usually  spark 
/  ^  conversation  and 
sometimes  controversy.  In  the  case 
of  notes  authorized  by  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board  after  World  War  I 
both  reactions  are  true. 

With  the  establishment  of  the 
British  Mandate  of  Palestine  by  the 
League  of  Nations  in  1920  following 
the  defeat  of  the  Ottoman  Turks  in 
World  War  I,  the  Palestine  Currency 
Board  was  first  appointed  in  1926  by 
the  British  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonies.  This  board  was  in  charge 
of  the  introduction  and  control  of 
currency  in  Palestine. 

For  the  design  of  bank  notes, 
vignettes  chosen  were  supposed 


Image  courtesy  Howard  Berlin 
Proposed  vignettte  of  the  al-Jazzar  Mosque 
in  Acre  with  Bay  of  Haifa  in  background, 
and  most  likely  the  Terra  Sancta  School. 


to  be  of  sites  in  Palestine  having 
religious  significance  to  Jews 
or  Muslims.  Two  articles  of  my 
articles  published  in  the  June  2008 
and  October  2008  issues  of  Coin 
World’s  Paper  Money  Values  discuss 
the  Palestine  Currency  Board’s 
consideration  of  Jerusalem’s  Church 
of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  and  the  Dome 
of  the  Rock  and  Chain  as  possible 
candidates  for  new  designs,  but 
neither  was  implemented. 

'HeW  ([elian  yrvyote([ 

For  the  circulating  1927-  and 
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Images  courtesy  Jerry  and  Diane  Fishman 

Face  design  of  the  earliest  color  trial  for  a  £P100  hank  note  design.  The  handwritten 
date  of  its  examination,  June  29,  1934  is  in  the  lower  right  corner  of  the  paper  stock. 


Continued 

1 929-dated  bank  notes  of  the 
Palestine  Currency  Board,  the  face 
vignette  for  the  £P5,  £P10,  £P50, 
and  £P100  notes  was  the  White, 
or  Crusader’s  Tower  in  Ramleh,  a 
small  town  held  as  the  traditional 
site  of  Arimathea  near  the  present- 
day  Ben  Gurion  Airport  at  Lod. 

The  subject  of  redesigning  the 
bank  notes  was  brought  up  for 
the  first  time  as  early  as  Dec.  1 5, 
1930,  in  a  meeting  of  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board  when  Chairman 
Sir  Percy  Ezechiel  recommended 
in  a  letter  to  the  Bank  of  England 
that  advance  preparations  be  made 
in  case  it  became  necessary  to 
withdraw  the  current  notes  from 
circulation  because  of  an  increase  of 
forged  or  counterfeit  notes. 

All  bank  notes  of  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board  were  printed  by 
the  London  firm  of  Thomas  De  La 


Rue  &  Co.  Ltd.  The  subject  of  new 
designs  was  discussed  with  them  for 
the  first  time  Jan.  19,  1931. 

The  first  detailed  proposal 
regarding  the  new  designs  was 
raised  June,  29  1932,  although  it  was 
still  only  a  preliminary  suggestion 
prior  to  the  actual  discussion  of 
the  topic.  On  Aug.  23  of  that  year, 
the  board  met  at  the  Treasury  in 
Jerusalem  for  its  first  meeting. 

In  keeping  with  the  politics 
whereby  the  vignettes  on  the 
bank  notes  were  to  have  religious 
significance  to  Jews  or  Muslims  of 
the  Mandate,  the  high  commissioner 
announced  to  the  secretary  of  state 
for  the  colonies  on  June  1 5,  1 933, 
that  he  had  decided  to  replace  the 
face  vignette  of  the  Crusader’s 
Tower  of  both  the  £P50  or  £P100 
notes  with  a  picture  of  Acre. 

However,  this  was  far  from 
keeping  with  the  policy  of 
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'Religious  Significance'  criteria 


Continued 

selecting  bank  notes  of  “religious 
significance.” 

The  use  of  a  general  picture  or 
scene  of  Acre  had  no  significance 
to  any  religion,  at  least  not  one 
that  can  be  easily  pointed  out.  The 
policy  generally  was  taken  to  limit 
images  to  well-known  buildings, 
landmarks  and  similar  subjects  that 
were  connected  to  one  of  the  major 
religions. 

On  July  7,  1933,  Palestine 
Currency  Board  members  were 
sent  a  £P100  specimen  note  as 
an  example  of  a  new  design  that 
included,  for  the  first  time,  a 
vignette  of  the  al-Jazzar  Mosque  in 
Acre  to  represent  the  Arab-Islam 
community. 

The  vignette  shows,  in  addition  to 
the  view  of  the  mosque,  the  slender 
minaret  as  seen  looking  southward 
toward  the  harbor  of  Haifa  Bay  in 
the  background.  Closer  inspection 
of  the  vignette  shows  what  appears 
to  be  a  bell  tower  among  the  smaller 
buildings  in  the  background.  This 
is  probably  the  Terra  Sancta  School 
of  the  Franciscans  that  is  next  to  the 
Khan  al-Faranj  (Inn  of  the  Franks). 

The  al-Jazzar  Mosque  is 
significant  in  that  it  was  the  second 
largest  in  the  Palestine  Mandate 
after  the  al-Aqsa  Mosque  on  the 
Temple  Mount  in  Jerusalem. 

The  earliest  known  color  trial 
proof  with  the  al-Jazzar  Mosque 
vignette  are  those  that  bear  the 
handwritten  date  of  June  29, 

1934,  in  the  bank  note’s  margin. 
These  are  what  Israeli  author  Rafi 


Dabbah  refers  to  in  his  2005  book, 
Currency  Notes  of  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board ,  as  the  “  1 934 
series”  of  proofs.  The  handwritten 
date  represented  the  date  the  proofs 
were  presumably  sent  from  the 
printer  (De  La  Rue)  to  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board. 

One  example  each  of  a  £P50 
proof  and  a  £P100  proof  were 
submitted  for  approval;  neither  one 
bears  facsimile  signatures,  printed 
dates  or  serial  numbers.  In  the 
following  years  of  1936,  1937  and 
1 938,  the  board  also  considered 
a  number  of  color  variations  that 
could  be  implemented  for  the  £P50 
and  £P100  notes. 

A  known  uniface  die  proof 
of  a  £P50  note  exists  with  the 
printed  date  of  July  7,  1940,  below 
the  equivalent  denomination  in 
English,  Arabic  and  Hebrew. 

Unlike  previous  known  color  trial 
proofs,  the  £P50  proof  is  missing 
the  central  geometric  lathework 
design.  However,  the  proof  does 
bear  the  facsimile  signatures  of  the 
same  three  members  of  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board  that  appear  on  the 
regular  issue  notes  with  the  vignette 
of  the  Crusaders  Tower  and  the  Sept. 
7,  1939,  issue  date:  Percy  Ezechiel, 
John  Caulcutt  and  H.F.  Downie. 

From  stamped  markings  with 
the  initials  of  John  H.  Brown  as 
secretary,  this  design  was  approved 
on  the  same  date  by  the  board. 

On  the  back  of  the  proof  there  is  a 
notation  that  the  design  was  again 
approved,  but  almost  six  years  later 
on  June  24,  1947,  with  the  proviso 
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Mandate  acre  city  of  many  cultures 
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Images  courtesy 
Jeny  and  Diane  Fishman 
Die  proof  of  £P50  note  dated  July 
7,  l  940,  with  the  same  facsimile 
signatures  of  the  members  of  the 
Palestine  Currency  Board  that  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  Sept.  7,  1939,  series 
notes.  This  design  was  approved 
on  the  same  date  by  the  Palestine 
Currency  Board  (it  also  bears  the 
initials  of  John  H.  Brown  as  sec- 
retaty),  and  as  shown  on  the  back 
of  the  design  was  approved  again 
on  June  24,  1947. 


Continued 

that  the  design’s  date  and  signatures 
were  “no  longer  applicable,”  as  John 
Caucutt  left  the  board  in  1943. 

All  of  these  details  would  be  soon 
moot  as  the  United  Nations  had 
already  begun  debate  on  the  partition 
of  Palestine  earlier  that  year,  and 
exactly  five  months  later  on  Nov.  24, 
1 947,  voted  for  partition  by  a  vote 
of  33-to- 1 3  with  10  abstentions  and 
one  absent.  Furthermore,  the  state  of 
Israel  would  be  established  less  than 
six  months  later  on  May  14,  1948. 

A  city  crfkyvtx-nvj  nfcfrves 

Acre  is  situated  on  the  peninsula 
of  the  Bay  of  Haifa,  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  in  northern 
Israel.  The  city  was  probably  first 
founded  by  either  Phoenicians  or 
Canaanites,  and  was  known  by  the 


latter  as  Akkaw,  meaning  “hot  sand.” 
Because  of  this  name,  some  think 
that  the  science  of  glassblowing 
originated  here. 

Acre  is  mentioned  only  once  in 
the  Bible  by  its  Hebrew  name,  Akko, 
which  is  what  Israelis  call  it  today, 
while  Arabs  refer  to  it  as  Akka.  The 
Greeks,  following  their  conquests 
of  Judea  and  surrounding  areas, 
renamed  it  Antiochia  Ptolemais,  and 
then  simply  Ptolemais,  sometime 
after  the  death  of  Alexander  the 
Great  in  BCE  323. 

It  was  under  Roman  rule  during 
the  reign  of  Emperor  Claudius 
(CE  41  to  54)  that  the  city  began 
to  be  called  Colonia  Claudia  Felix 
Ptolemais.  The  name  Akko  was 
restored  in  638  following  the  Arab 
conquest  of  the  region  when  it  was 
incorporated  under  the  caliphs  as 

Continued 


42 


MOSQUE  BUILDER  A 

Continued 

part  of  the  jund,  or  military  district 
of  al-Urdunn  (Jordan),  situated 
between  the  districts  of  Palestine 
and  Damascus. 

The  Western  name  of  Acre  likely 
was  first  used  hy  the  Crusaders  as  a 
shortened  form  of  their  name  for  the 
city.  Saint  Jean  d’Acre.  Apparently 
the  Crusaders  had  mistaken  this 
site  for  the  ancient  Philistine  city 
of  Ekron,  which  is  the  present-day 
archeological  site  of  Tel  Miqne. 

buit((er 

The  ruler  and  builder  of  the  al- 
Jazzar  mosque  was  Ahmad  Basha 
al-Jazzar,  a  Turkish  governor  who 
ruled  the  eyalets  (provinces)  of 
Damascus  and  Sidon  with  its  center 
in  Acre  from  1775  until  his  death  in 
1804.  Some  sources  say  al-Jazzar, 
meaning  “the  butcher,”  was  his 
given  surname;  others  say  it  was 
a  “nom  de  guerre”  that  he  adopted 
at  the  start  of  his  military  career  to 
promote  his  image  as  a  competent, 
professional  soldier. 

Even  if  neither  of  these  were 
actually  true,  then  he  certainly 
earned  the  nickname  al-Jazzar  with 
the  many  accounts  of  brutality 
attribu  ted  to  him.  He  was  alleged 
to  enjoy  strangling  his  wives, 
mutilating  disobedient  servants  and 
having  his  enemies  buried  alive. 

Born  1 720,  he  was  either  a 
Bosnian  or  Albanian  by  origin; 
some  assert  that  he  was  of  Christian 
parenthood.  He  began  his  military 
career  in  Istanbul  at  age  1 6  as  a 
mercenary  in  the  service  of  the 


MYSTERY  TO  SOME 

Grand  Vizier  Hakim  Oghlu  Ali 
Pasha. 

Over  the  years,  al-Jazzar  moved 
around  when  the  political  winds 
shifted.  In  time  he  settled  in  Syria 
where  he  set  to  establish  for 
himself  a  private  army  of  Bosnian, 
North  African,  Albanian  and  other 
mercenaries  that  was  to  become  the 
basis  for  his  personal  power. 

On  Aug.  21,  1775,  the  sheikh  of 
Acre,  Daher  al-Umar,  was  killed 
by  his  own  soldiers  and  al-Jazzar 
was  appointed  as  beyJerbeyi, 
or  governor,  of  the  eyalet  of 
Sidon.  He  established  the  seat  of 
the  government  in  Acre.  In  the 
following  year,  he  was  confirmed 
with  the  rank  of  vizier. 

Al-Jazzar  was  an  effective 
administrator,  in  part  by  his  ruthless 
way  of  dealing  with  people  he  didn’t 
like  and  by  his  exploitation  of  the 
importance  of  Acre  as  a  maritime 
trade  center. 

He  derived  the  maximum  profit 
from  the  monopoly  of  the  cotton, 
grain  and  silk  trade  routes  through 
the  province.  As  a  result,  al-Jazzar 
became  quite  wealthy,  and  he  paid 
the  required  tributes  to  the  Ottoman 
Sultan’s  treasury,  which  secured  his 
place  in  Acre. 

His  29  consecutive  years 
as  governor  of  Sidon  was  an 
unprecedented  record  in  Ottoman 
provincial  administration.  Because 
of  his  administrative  skills,  al-Jazzar 
on  four  occasions  ( 1 785,  1 790,  1 799 
and  1803)  was  also  simultaneously 
the  governor  of  the  eyalet  of 
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Some  facts  well-known  however 


Image  courtesy  Howard  Berlin 
Front  entrance  of  the  al- 
Jazzar  Mosque  with  its 
minaret.  The  local  Arabs  call 
the  mosque  Jatni  al-Basha. 

The  mosque  s  once  famous 
silver-white  dome  is  currently 
painted  green. 


Continued 

Damascus,  although  only  on  a 
temporary  basis. 

He  may  be  best  remembered  for 
his  defeat  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
at  Acre.  It  was  in  the  early  months 
of  1 799  after  victories  over  the 
Ottoman  armies  in  Egypt  that 
Napoleon  marched  his  troops  up 
Palestine’s  Mediterranean  coast 
toward  the  eyalet  of  Damascus. 
However,  his  army  of  approximately 
13,000  soldiers  had  been  severely 
weakened  by  bubonic  plague  and 
lack  of  supplies. 

Along  the  way,  Napoleon’s 
troops  encountered  battles  at  El 
Arish,  Gaza,  Jaffa  and  Haifa.  In 
March  1799,  Napoleon  reached 


the  port  of  Acre  and  attempted  to 
take  the  city.  However,  the  cannons 
Napoleon  planned  to  use  for  the 
siege  of  the  city  were  destroyed  by  a 
British  navy  flotilla  commanded  by 
Commodore  William  Sidney  Smith, 
which  was  lying  offshore. 

Al-Jazzar’s  soldiers  held  off 
Napoleon’s  forces  storming  the 
city  walls  and  Napoleon  laid 
siege  for  61  days.  It  was  probably 
the  underground  cisterns  filled 
with  water  that  sustained  Acre’s 
inhabitants,  who  kept  Napoleon’s 
men  from  taking  the  city.  On  May 
20,  1799,  Napoleon  had  had  enough; 
he  conceded  defeat  and  headed  back 
toward  Egypt. 
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MOSQUE  INTERIOR  REVEALS  RITES 


Image  courtesy  Howard  Berlin 

A  view  inside  the  al-Jazzar  Mosque,  showing  the  mihrab  in  the  center  along  the  back 
wall.  The  marble  minbar  where  the  preacher  gives  his  sermons  on  Fridays  is  to  the  right 
of  the  foreground  in  the  photograph.  The  green  cage  in  the  upper  right  gallery  is  said  to 
contain  the  reliquary  with  hairs  from  the  beard  of  the  Prophet  Muhammad. 


Continued 

There  is  one  story,  possibly  an 
urban  legend,  that  Napoleon,  to 
fulfill  his  promise  to  Frenchmen 
that  he  would  enter  Acre,  put  his  hat 
on  a  cannon  and  fired  it  into  Acre. 
Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  end 
of  Napoleon’s  campaign  to  control 
Egypt  and  the  East.  Two  years  later 
Napoleon  took  the  French  out  of 
Egypt. 

When  al-Jazzar  died  in  1 804,  his 
adopted  son  Suleiman  Pasha,  also 
known  as  Suleiman  Basha  al-Adil 
(The  Just),  became  ruler  until  his 
death  in  1819. 

Mosque  (^n([  tvurty(\'r<{ 

The  al-Jazzar  mosque  is  located 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  Old  City 


of  Acre  and  is  sandwiched  between 
the  Souk  al-Abiad  (the  White 
Market)  and  Haim  Farhi  Square 
at  the  junction  of  the  streets  of 
Weizmann  and  Salah-a-Din  on  one 
side,  and  a  museum  on  the  other. 

Haim  Farhi  Square  is  named 
after  one  of  three  sons  of  a 
prominent  Jewish  banking  family 
from  Damascus  who,  in  addition  to 
serving  as  al-Jazzar ’s  banker,  also 
played  a  great  part  in  advising  his 
master  in  the  defense  of  Acre  against 
Napoleon. 

With  its  slender  minaret  and 
large  dome,  the  al-Jazzar  Mosque 
easily  dominates  Acre’s  skyline. 

The  mosque  and  courtyard  were 
designed  and  ordered  built  by  al- 
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Bank  note  designs  never  used 


Image  courtesy  Jerry’  and  Diane  Fishman 

Face  of  a  £P50  with  the  vignette,  hand  dated  March  18,  1938.  The  vignette  is  the  same  as  on  the 
£P100  note  but  green  ink.  The  earliest  color  trial  known  for  the  £P100  note  is  dated  June  29,  1934. 
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Jazzar  in  the  early  years  of  his  reign 
in  A.H.  1 196  (A.D.  1781(2).  In 
the  classical  Ottoman  style,  it  was 
erected  on  ruins  of  the  Crusader 
Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross,  while 
the  Roman  columns  in  the  courtyard 
were  looted  from  sites  in  the  cities 
of  Caesarea  to  the  south  and  Tyre  to 
the  north. 

The  courtyard  is  in  the  shape 
of  an  irregular  quadrangle  and  is 
bounded  on  three  sides  by  domed 
arcades.  On  its  south  side  it  is 
bounded  by  the  white  wall  of  the 
Old  City’s  cotton  market. 

The  main  entrance  to  the 
courtyard  is  on  Rehov  al-Jazzar 
opposite  the  Citadel  and  the 
underground  Crusader  city.  Next  to 
the  courtyard  entrance  is  a  sabil,  or 
ablution  fountain,  needed  for  the 
obligatory  washing  prior  to  prayers 


in  the  mosque.  After  entering  the 
courtyard’s  main  gate,  one  finds  a 
larger,  more  impressive  octagonal 
ablution  fountain  in  front  of  the 
mosque’s  entrance  that  was  built  by 
al-Jazzar. 

A  sundial  of  white  marble  sits 
to  the  left  of  the  mosque’s  entrance 
and  was  used  to  tell  the  exact  time 
for  prayers.  Next  to  the  sundial  is 
an  inscription,  as  translated  from 
Arabic:  “This  is  the  sundial  of  the 
mosque  of  Ahmad  the  Enlightened, 
given  as  a  gesture  of  benevolence. 
The  donation  came  from  Haj  Ahmad 
Jazzar  Pasha  the  Great,  the  Famous, 
and  the  Revered,  may  Allah  reward 
him.  The  sundial  was  built  by  al- 
Pardo  al-Corda  in  A.H.  1201”  (A.D. 
1786). 

On  the  right  side  of  the  mosque 
near  the  minaret  is  a  twin-domed 

Continued 
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AL-JAZZAR  mosque  runner-up  in  size 


Continued 

building  that  holds  the  tombs  of 
al-Jazzar  and  Suleiman  Pasha. 

Other  rooms  behind  the  arcades 
contain  the  mosque’s  al-Ahmadiyya 
madrasah  (religious  school),  sharia 
(Islamic  law)  court,  offices  of  the 
Waqf  (Islamic  Trust)  and  library. 

The  al-Jazzar  Mosque  is  the 
second  largest  mosque  in  the 
Palestine  Mandate  (and  currently, 
Israel).  Many  also  consider  it  the 
second  most  beautiful  Islamic 
structure  in  Israel  after  Jerusalem’s 
Dome  of  the  Rock  on  the  Temple 
Mount. 

Like  the  city  of  Acre,  the  al- 
Jazzar  Mosque  has  been  known  by 
many  names  throughout  its  history. 

Originally  it  was  referred  to  as 
Jami  al-Anwar,  or  “the  Mosque  of 
Lights.”  Because  of  its  silvery-white 
dome  that  glittered,  the  mosque  was 
also  known  as  Jami  al-Abiad  (the 
White  Mosque). 

Today,  however,  the  large  dome 
and  the  many  smaller  domes  atop 
the  arcades  are  colored  green. 

Among  Acre’s  Arab  residents,  the 
mosque  today  is  known  as  Jami  al- 
Basha,  or  the  Pasha’s  Mosque,  and  it 
is  one  of  six  mosques  located  within 
the  Old  City  walls  built  by  al-Jazzar. 

The  outside  and  interior  walls 
of  the  mosque  are  decorated  with 
arabesque  in  marble  inlay  and 
colored  tiles. 

As  with  all  mosques,  inside  the 
mosque  on  the  south  wall  is  the 
mihrab,  a  niche  facing  Mecca  that 
indicates  the  qibla,  or  the  direction 
of  the  Kaaba,  toward  which  all 


Muslims  pray  on  the  colorful 
Persian  rugs  spread  on  the  floor. 

To  the  right  of  the  mihrab  is  a 
marble  minbar,  or  pulpit,  where 
the  preacher  gives  his  sermon  on 
Fridays. 

Of  the  two  green  medallions 
above  the  mihrab,  the  one  to  the 
left  reads,  in  Arabic:  Muhammad 
salallahu  alayhi  wa  salaam 
(Muhammad,  Peace  be  unto  Him); 
the  right  one  is  the  name  of  Allah 
in  Arabic.  A  large  chandelier  is 
suspended  from  the  mosque’s  large 
dome. 

Women  sit  in  the  upper  gallery,  as 
they  are  required  by  Islamic  law  to 
be  seated  separately  from  men  in  the 
mosque  during  services. 

In  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
upper  gallery  is  a  green  metal  cage 
with  a  metal  reliquary  containing 
hairs,  reportedly  from  the  beard  of 
the  Prophet  Muhammad. 

Each  year  on  the  27th  day  of 
Ramadan,  known  as  Laylat  al-Qadr 
(the  Night  of  Power),  the  faith’s 
anniversary  date  of  the  delivery  of 
the  Quran  in  its  entirety  to  earth,  the 
beard  hairs  are  shown  to  the  public. 

Underneath  the  mosque  are  a 
series  of  vaulted  chambers  of  the 
basement  of  the  Crusader  Church 
of  St.  John  that  were  used  by  the 
Ottoman  Turks  as  water  cisterns. raj 

(The  author  extends  his 
appreciation  to  Raft  Dabbah,  for  his 
permission  to  quote  from  his  book, 
and  to  Jerry  and  Diane  Fishman, 
for  permission  to  reproduce  pictures 
of  bank  note  color  trials  from  their 
collection.) 
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